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days at Darmstadt as the " Friedenskind," or " child of
peace." After her mother's death from diphtheria, it was
the latter's eldest sister, the now widowed Empress Fred-
erick, who endeavored, as far as possible, to look after the
children, and it was perhaps this that led to Prince
Henry's falling in love with his consin. The match was
strongly opposed by Prince Bismarck, partly upon the
ground of the close relationship of the parties, but mainly
on account of his hatred for the reigning house of Hesse.
But when Prince Henry declared that he would remain
single all his life unless he were allowed to marry Princess
Irene, consent was given, and the wedding took place at
Charlottenburg In the presence of the dying Emperor
Frederick, this being the last public ceremony at which he
was present. One of the saddest of sights, indeed, was that
presented by "Unser Fritz," almost too weak to stand,
giving his voiceless blessing after the ceremony to his
favorite son, and to his new daughter-in-law, who, having
been born in a time of war and misery, was entering upon
her new life as a wife at a time when the whole nation was
once more sorrowing. While Princess Irene is perhaps less
attractive than her sisters, she is more interested in philan-
thropic movements than any other member of her family,
and at Kiel, where she makes her home, she is greatly
liked, especially by the poor. She is a magnificent eques-
trienne, and a very clever shot, being infinitely more success-
ful in this respect than her husband, who is so devoted to
her that he bears this superiority with the greatest equa-
nimity.
Although Prince Frederick-Leopold has certainly re-
lieved himself from any imputation of effeminacy by the
conspicuous part he took in the long-distance rides between
Berlin and Vienna, and by his magnificent horsemanship,

